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In your own words, write a summary of the selection. Include three important ideas from The 
Jungle (original article) in your summary. 
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

The author of The Jungle states, “if it was bad for the men, one may imagine how the women 
and children fared.” Use two examples from the “Supplemental Reading” that support this 
idea. (The Supplemental Reading is the back of this paper) 
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

**BONUS - Fill in the blanks using any information from the readings: 
 
      is a kind of          

that             

              



Name__________________________________________________Period_______________ 

 

*Supplemental Reading* 

Social impact of Industrialization 

 
Dangers of the Factory: Unguarded machinery was a major problem for children working in factories. 
One hospital reported that every year it treated nearly a thousand people for wounds and mutilations 
caused by machines in factories. A report commissioned by the House of Commons in 1832 said that: 
"there are factories, no means few in number, nor confined to the smaller mills, in which serious 
accidents are continually occurring, and in which, notwithstanding, dangerous parts of the machinery 
are allowed to remain unfenced."  
 
The report added that he workers were often "abandoned from the moment that an accident occurs; 
their wages are stopped, no medical attendance is provided, and whatever the extent of the injury, 
no compensation is afforded." 
 
In 1842 a German visitor noted that he had seen so many people in the streets of Manchester 
without arms and legs that it was like "living in the midst of the army just returned from a campaign." 
 
 
Dr. Samuel Smith’s Perspective: Up to twelve or thirteen years of age, the bones are so soft that they 
will bend in any direction. The foot is formed of an arch of bones of a wedge-like shape. These arches 
have to sustain the whole weight of the body. I am now frequently in the habit of seeing cases in 
which this arch has given way. Long continued standing has also a very injurious effect upon the 
ankles. But the principle effects which I have seen produced in this way have been upon the knees. By 
long continued standing the knees become so weak that they turn inwards, producing that deformity 
which is called "knock-knees" and I have sometimes seen it so striking, that the individual has actually 
lost twelve inches of his height by it. 
 
 
Treatment of Children:  
The treatment of children in factories was often cruel and unusual, and the children's safety was 
generally neglected. The youngest children, who were not old enough to work the machines, were 
commonly sent to be assistants to textile workers. The people who the children served would beat 
them, verbally abuse them, and take no consideration for their safety. Both boys and girls who 
worked in factories were subject to beatings and other harsh forms of pain infliction. One common 
punishment for being late or not working up to quota would be to be "weighted." An overseer would 
tie a heavy weight to worker's neck, and have them walk up and down the factory aisles so the other 
children could see them and "take example." This could last up to an hour. Weighting could lead to 
serious injuries in the back and/or neck. Punishments such as this would often be dispensed under 
stringent rules. Boys were sometimes dragged naked from their beds and sent to the factories only 
holding their clothes, to be put on there. This was to make sure the boys would not be late, even by a 
few minutes. 


