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B. R. GRATTAN ET AL.

2 | White Southerners’ Reactions
to Reconstruction

The Congressional Joint Committee of Fifteen, assembled to examine Southern
representation in Congress, was named in December 1865 and served as the
Republican response to President Andrew Johnson's lenient plan of Reconstruc-
tion. In 1866, the committee held hearings as part of its effort to develop the
Fourteenth Amendment. Congress had already, despite the President’s veto, en-
larged the scope of the Freedmen'’s Bureau to care for displaced ex-slaves and to
try by military commission those accused of depriving freedmen of civil righis.

The testimony of white Southerners, three samples of which are presented
below, indicate how difficult it was for the white South fo accept the idea of
Afro-American equality. Congress’s reconstruction policy, more stringent than
Johnson's bul still cautious, appeared radical, even unthinkable, to most white
Southerners and probably to many Northerners. Reading such festimony, one
begins to understand why the nation has found it so difficult to carry out the
mandate of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments.

B. R. GRATTAN |
Washington, D.C., February 10, 1866

QUESTION: Where do you reside?
"ANSWER: Richmond, Virginia.
QUESTION: Are you a native of Virginia?
ANSWER: Yes, sir: I was raised in the valley of Virginia.
QUESTION: Do you hold any public position? ,
ANSWER: 1 am a member of the present house of delegates of Virginia.

,. ‘QUESTION: Is that the only public position you have held?

ANSWER: I held the office of reporter to the court of appeals since
January, 1844.

. Hﬁm Report of the Committees of the House of Representatives Made During the First Ses-
. sion, Thirty-Ninth Congress, 1865-'66. Volume II. (Washingion, D.C., Goveritment Printing
: ...,Oumnn\ 1866), Grattan: pp. 161-164; Forshey: pp. 129-132; Sinclair: 168-171.

It is a violation of the law to reproduce this selection by any means whatsoever without the

written permission of the copyright holder.
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1speak of two classes of people in Virginia for the sake of con-
venience, not with a view of offending anybody. I speak of
secessionists and Union men. By secessionists I mean those
who have directly or indirectly favored the rebellion; and by
Union men | mear those who opposed the rebellion; and by
the rebellion I mean the war which has taken place between
the two sections of the country. What is the general feeling
among the secessionists of Virginia towards the government
of the United States, so far as your observaton extends?

So far as I know, the sentiment is universal that the war has
decided the question of secession entirely, thatit is no longer
an open queston, and that we are all prepared to abide by
the Union and live under it.

You mean to be understood as saying that they suppose that
the sword has settled the abstract right of secession?

Yes; we consider that we put it to the arbitrament of the
sword, and have Jost.

What proportion of the legislature of Virginia are original
secessionists, have in view the definitions I gave?

T would suppose that there are few members of the legisla-
ture who are less able to judge of that matter than myself, for
my acquaintance as a member is very limited; but I should
suppose, from the general sentiments of the people of Vir-
ginia, that while probably a very large proportion of those
who are now mermbers of the legislature were not in favor of
secession or a dissolution of the Union originally, yet nearly
all of them went with their State when it went out. They
went heartily with it.

How have the results of the war affected the feelings of Vir-
ginfans generally? What is the sentiment left in their hearts
in regard to satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the govern-
ment of the United States—Iove or hatred, respect or con-
tempt?

I cannot undertake to say generally; my intercourse is very
limited. 1 would rather suppose, however, that while the
feeling against the government was originally very strong,
that feeling has been very much modified; it is nothing like
as strong as it was, and is gradually declining.

You think that the feeling is gradually changing from dislike
to respect? .

Yes, I think so.

Have you any reason to suppose that there are persons in
Virginia who still entertain projects of a dissolution of the
Union?

None whatever. I do not believe that there is an intelligent
man in the State who does.

/ / !

2 /| GRATTAN: WHITES AND RECONSTRLICTION 11

QUESTION:

ANSWER:

QUESTION:

ANSWER:

OUESTION:

ANSWER:

ANSWER:

What has beer, in your judgment, the effect, in the main,
of President Johnson's liberality in bestowing pardons and
amnesties on rebels?

I think it has been very favorable; I think President Johnson
has commended himself very heartily. There is a very strong
feeling of gratitude towards President Johnson.

/ / i

What, in your judgment, would be the consequences of such
an infranchisement: would it produce scenes of violence be-
tween the two races?

I believe it would. I have very great apprehension that an
attempt of that sort would lead to their extermination, not
immediately, but to their gradual extinction. It would set up
really an antagonistic interest, which would probably be used
as a power, because I have no doubt that the negro vote
would be under the influence of white people. You are to
recollect that this is not simply a prejudice between the white
and black races. It has grown to be a part of our nature fo
lock upon them as an inferior; just as much a part of our
nature as it is a part of the nature of other races o have
enmity to each other; for instance, between the Saxon Irish
and the Celtic Irish, or between the English and the Irench.
You must change that nature, and it takes a long time to do
it. I believe that if you place the negro on a footing of perfect
equality with the white, it would actually increase the power
of the white race, which would control the negro vote; yet it
seems to me that nothing can reconcile the white people to
that short of equal political power, and I fear, therefore, very
much the consequences of any attempt of that sort upon the
black race in Virginia.

Would not that prejudice become modified a great deal in
case the blacks should be educated and rendered more in-
telligent than they are now?

You would have to change their skin before you can do it.
I beg leave to say this, so far from there being any unkind
feeling to the negro, I believe that there is, on the part of the
white race, towards the negro, no feeling but that of kind-
ness, sympathy, and pity, and that there is every disposition
to ameliorate their condition and improve it as much as pos-
sible; but it is that difference which has existed so long in
their obvious distinction of color and condition—

. .QUESTION: But suppose the condition of the negro should change?

The condition is annexed to the color. We are accustomed to
see the color in the condition.

/ / /
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Is there a general repugnance on the part of whites to the
acquisition and enjoyment of property by the blacks?

I do not know. T do not think there is. Far from it. We would
be very glad to see them all doing well and improving their
condition.

Do you find a similar repugnance to the acquisition of knowl-
edge by blacks? .

No, sir; far from it; on the contrary, we are trying, so far as
we can, to educate them; but we are foo poor oﬂnmm?mm to
do much in educating other people, and they are certainly
too poor to educate themselves. )

You would, then, anticipate a struggle of races in case the
right of suffrage was given to the blacks?

Yes, sir; I think so. .
You would riot anticipate it in case the blacks should vote in
the interests of the white race?

As I said before, I believe that if the blacks are left to them-
selves, if all foreign influence were taken away, the whites
would control their vote. It is not in that the difficulty lies,
but it is in the repugnance which the white race would feel
to that sort of political equality. It is the same sort of repug-
nance which a man feels to a snake. He does not feel any
animosity to the snake, but there is a natural shrinking from
it; that is my feeling. While I think I have as much sympa-
thy for the black race, and feel as much interest in them as
anybody else, while I can treat them kindly and familiarly,
still the idea of equality is one which has the same sort of
shrinking for me, and is as much a part of my nature, as was
the antagonism between Saxon and Celt in Ireland. .
You are aware that that state of feeling does not exist in
Ireland, England, or Scotland towards the blacks?

No; because they never had them; because they never saw

_them in their constant condition. So that difference of alien-

ation between Saxon and Celt does not exist here, but it
exists in Ireland. It is where that has been the feeling oper-
ating for so long that it has become a part of our nature. It
is not simple prejudice, but it becomes part of the nature of
the man. ...

You have not much reason to expect that the legislature of
Virginia will adopt this constitutional amendment in case it
shall pass both houses of Congress? .

1 cannot speak for others, but for myself I say certainly not.
No political power would ever induce me to vote for it. That
form is much more objectionable than even a proposition
to make them voters. It is giving you all the advantages of
numbers, while you are taking that from us which, according
to the original constitution, we had —three-fifths of the slave

ANSWER
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ANSWER:
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population—and no political power will force me to consent
to that.

CALEB G. FORSHEY
Washington, D.C., March 28, 1866

Where do you reside?

: I reside in the State of Texas.
QUESTION:
ANSWER:

How long have you been a resident of Texas?

I have resided in Texas and been a citizen of that State for
nearly thirteen years.

What opportunities have you had for ascertaining the temper
and disposition of the people of Texas towards the govern-
ment and authority of the United States?

For ten years I have been superintendent of the Texas Military
Insfitute, as its founder and conductor. I have been in the
confederate service in various parts of the confederacy; but
chiefly in the trans-Mississippi department, in Louisiana and
Texas, as an officer of engineers. I have had occasion to see
and know very extensively the condition of affairs in Texas,
and also to a considerable extent in Louisiana. [ think I am
pretty well-informed, as well as anybody, perhaps, of the
present state of affairs in Texas.

What are the feelings and views of the people of Texas as o
the late rebeflion, and the future condition and circumstances
of the State, and its relations to the federal government?
After our army had given up its arms and gone home, the
surrender of all matters in controversry was complete, and as
nearly universal, perhaps, as anything could be. Assuming
the matters in controversy to have been the right to secede,
and the right to hold slaves, I think they were given up tee-
totally, to use a strong Americanism. When you speak of
feeling, I should discriminate a little. The feeling was that of
any party who had been cast in a suit he had staked all upon.
They did not return from feeling, but from a sense of neces-
sity, and from a judgment that it was the only and necessary
thing to be done, to give up the contest. But when they gave
it up, it was without reservation; with a view to look forward,
and not back. That is my impression of the manner in which
the thing was done. There was a public expectation that in
some very limited time there would be a restoration to former
relations; and in such restoration they felt great interest, after
the contest was given up. The expectation was, and has been
up to the present time, that there would be a speedy and
immediate restoration. If was the expectation of the people
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that, as soon as the State was organized as proposed by the
President, they would be restored to their former relations,
and things would go on as before.

/ / /

What is your opinion of a military force under the authority
of the federal government to preserve order in Texas and to
protect those who have been loyal, both s%nm." and black,
from the aggressions of those who have been in the rebel-
Lion? :
My judgment is well founded on that subject: that wherever
such military force is and has-been, it has excited the very
feeling it was intended to prevent; that so far from being
necessary it is very pernicious everywhere, and without ex-
ception. The Jocal authorities and public sentiment are ample
for protection. I think no occasion would occur, unless some
individual case that our laws would not reach. We had an
opportunity to test this after the surrender and before any
authority was there. The military authorities, or the military
officers, declared that we were without laws, and it was a
long time before the governor appointed arrived there, and
then it was sometime before we could effect anything in the
way of organization. We were a people without law, order,
or anything; and it was a time for violence if it would occur.
1 think it is a great credit to our civilization that, in that state
of affairs, there was nowhere any instance of violence. I am
proud of it, for I expected the contrary; I expected that our
soldiers on coming home, many of them, would be disso-
lute, and that many of them would oppress the class of men
you speak of; but it did not occur. But afterwards, wherever
soldiers have been sent, there have been little troubles, none
of them Jarge; but personal collisions between soldiers and
citizens.
What is your opinion as to the necessity and advantages of
the Freedmen’s Bureau, or an agency of that kind, in Texas?
My opinion is that it is not needed; my opinion is stronger
than that—that the effect of it is to irritate, if nothing else.
While in New York city recently I had a conversation with
some friends from Texas, from five distant points in the State.
We met together and compared opinions; and the opinion of

_each was the same, that the negroes had generally gone to

work since January; that except where the Freedmen’s Bu-
reau had interfered, or rather encouraged troubles, such as
little complaints, especially between negro and negro, the ne-
gro’s disposition was very good, and they b.mm generally gone
"to work, a vast majority of them with their former masters.
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1was very gratified to learn that from districts where I feared
the contrary. Still this difference was made, particularly by
Mr. Carpenter, from Jefferson, the editor of the Jefferson Her-
ald. He said that in two or three counties where they had not
been able to organize the Freedmen's Bureau, there had been
no trouble at all; nearly all the negroes had gone to work.
The impression in Texas at present is that the negroes un-
der the influence of the Freedmens’s Bureau do worse than
without it.

I want to state that I believe all our former owners of
negroes are the friends of the negroes; and that the antag-
onism paraded in the papers of the north does not exist at
all. I know the fact is the very converse of that; and good
feeling always prevails between the masters and the slaves.
But the negroes went off and left them in the lurch; my
own family was an instance of it. But they came back af-
Wﬁ, a time, saying they had been free enough and wanted a

ome.
Do you think those who employ the negroes there are willing
to make coniracts with them, so that they shall have fair
wages for their labor?
I think so; 1 think they are paid liberally, more than the white
men in this country get; the average compensation fo negroes
there is greater than the average compensation of free labor-
ing white men in this country. It seems to have regulated
itself in a great measure by what each neighborhood was
doing; the negroes saying, “I can get thus and so at such
a place.” Men have hired from eight to fifteen dollars per
month during the year, and women at about two dollars less
a month; house-servants at a great deal more.
Do the men who employ the negroes dlaim to exercise the
right to enforce their contract by physical force?
Not at all; that is totally abandoned; not a single instance of
it has occurred. I think they still chastise children, though.
The negro parents often neglect that, and the children are
still switched as we switch our own children. I know it is
done in my own house; we have little house-servants that
we switch just as I do our own little fellows.
What is your opinion as to the respective advantages to the
white and black races, of the present free system of labor
and the institution of slavery?
I think freedom is very unfortunate for the negro; 1 think it
is sad; his present helpless condition touches my heart more
than anything else I ever contemplated, and I think that is
the common sentiment of our slaveholders. I have seen it on
the largest plantations, where the negro men had all left, and
where only women and children remained, and the owners
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had to keep them and feed them. The beginning certainly
presents a touching and sad spectacle. The poor negro is
dying at a rate feartul to relate.

T have some ethnological theories that may perhaps warp
my judgment; but my judgment is that the highest condition
the black race has ever reached or can reach, is one where he
is provided for by a master race. That is the result of a great
deal of scientific investigation and observation of the negro
character by me ever since I was a man. The labor question
had become a most momentous one, and I was studying it.
1 undertook to investigate the condition of the negro from
statistics under various circumstances, to treat it purely as a
matter of statistics from the census tables of this country of
ours. 1 found that the free blacks of the north decreased 8
per cent.; the free blacks of the south increased 7 or 8 per
cent., while the slaves by their sides increased 34 per cent. I
inferred from the doctrines of political economy that the race
is in the best condition when it procreates the fastest; that,
other things being equal, slavery is of vast advantage to the
negro. I will mention one or two things in connexion with
this as explanatory of that result. The negro will not take care
of his offspring unless required to do it, as compared with
the whites. The little children will die; they do die, and hence
the necessity of very rigorous regulations on our plantations
which we have adopted in our nursery system.

Another cause is that there is no continence among the
negroes. All the continence 1 have ever seen among the ne-
groes has been enforced upon plantations, where it is gen-
erally assumed there is none. For the sake of procreation, if
nothing else, we compel men to live with their wives. The
discipline of the plantation was more rigorous, perhaps, in
regard to men staying with their wives, than in regard to
anything else; and I think the procreative results, as shown
by the census tables, is due in a great measure to that disci-
pline.

1 think they are very much better off in having homes
than the free blacks are. The free blacks in Louisiana, where
we had 34,000, with a great deal of blood of the whites in
them, and therefore a great deal of white sense, were nothing
like so happy and so well off as our slaves are. My observa-
tion for many years leads me to this conclusion.

What is the prevailing inclination among the people of Texas
in regard to giving the negroes civil or political rights and
privileges? .

1 think they are all opposed to it. There are some men—I
am not among them—who think that the basis of intelli-
gence might be a good basis for the elective franchise. But a
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much larger class, perhaps nine-tenths of our people, beli

that the distinctions between the races mWo&%bow,Um WMWMMM
down by any such community of interests in the manage-
ment of the affairs of the State. I think there is a very com-
mon sentiment that the negro, even with education, has not
a mind capable of appreciating the political institutions of
the country to such an extent as would make him a good
associate for the white man in the administration of the gov-
errunent. I EEW if the vote was taken on the question of
admitting him to the right of suffrage there would be a very

small vote in favor of it—scarcely respectable: that is my judg-
meni,

REVEREND JAMES SINCLAIR

Washington, D.C., January 29, 1866

GmBWm Sinclair, a Scottish born minister who served on the Freed-
men’s Bureau in 1865, had been living in North Carolina for nine years

Though a slaveholder himself, Sinclair opposéd secession. This led to
the loss of his church and his eventual arrest during the war. In contrast
to the testimony of Caleb Forshey, Sinclair’s description of relations be-
tween whites and blacks suggests that, in some cases, paternalism has
been replaced by outright enmity. An outsider in the South both during
and after the conflict, Sinclair offers a point of view that seems the most

pessimistic in its assessment of whether the wounds of the w
heal in the near future.] ar would
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QUESTION:

- ANSWER:

What is generally the state of feeling among the whi

of North Carolina towards the m%wmgamsﬁ of Ewm WMMM
States?

That is a difficult question to answer, but [ will answer it
as far as my own knowledge goes. In my opinion, there is
generaily among the white people not much love for the gov-
ernment. Though they are willing, and I believe determined

to acquiesce in what is inevitable, yet so far as love and affec.
tion for the government is concerned, I do not believe that
they have any of it at all, outside of their personal respect
and regard for Pregident Johnson.

How do they feel towards the mass of the northern people—
that is, the people of what were known formerly as the free
States? :

They feel in this way: that they have been ruined by them.

You can imagine the feelings of a person towards one whom
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he regards as having ruined him. They regard the north- with Irance or England; they w
ern people as having destroyed their property or taken it be. I asked this @wmmmoﬁ ON moMMMWMMMMb@WmHWmO.MMw\ mqomﬁ
from them, and brought all the calamaties of this war upon ] was restored {o his old position in the _NE.H% of the GH.MM
them. - . States, and he should call on you to join him to fight for the
EsTION: How do they feel in regard to what is called the right of 1 United States, and against a foreign enemy, what monE ou
secession? ! do? They replied, “Wherever old Bob would go we would
ANSWER:. They think that it was right. .. msmms there was ﬂm Mwoﬁm in 1 go with him.”
it. They are willing now to accept the decision of the ques- QUESTICN: Have you heard such remarks sin i
tion mwwﬁ has been made by the sword, but they are not ¥ they wished the United States SMMmemMﬁ%wooMm%%mﬁﬁwﬂ
by any means converted from their old opinion that they England and France?
had a right to secede. It is true that there have always been , ANSWER: Oh, yes, sir; such remarks are very common. I have heard
TUnion men in our State, but not Union men without slav- men say, “May my right hand wither and B%.ﬁonmmm Qmmﬂm

to the roof of my mouth if I ever li i
fo the roof of x y ever lift my arm in favor of the
QUESTION: Did you ever hear such sentiments rebuked b ?
ANSWER: No, sir; it would be very dangerous to do so. y Pystanders?
QUESTION: Is the Freedmen’s Bureau acceptable to the great mass of the
white people in North Carolina?

ANSWER: Z.o\ sir; I do not think it is; I think the most of the whites

wish the bureau to be taken away.
QUESTION: Why do they wish that?

ANSWER: They think that they can manage the negro for themselves:
that they understand him better than northern men do. .E;m%
say, “Let us understand what you want us to do with negro—
what you desire of us; lay down your conditions for our re-
admission into the Union, and then we will know what we
have to do, and if you will do that we will enact laws for
the government of these negroes. They have lived among
us, and they are all with us, and we can manage them better
than you can.” They think it is interfering with the rights
of the State for a bureau, the agent and representative of
the federal government, to overslaugh the State entirely, and
interfere with the regulations and administration of justice
before their courts. _

QUESTION: Is there generally a willingness on the part of the whites to
. allow the freedmen to enjoy the right of acquiring land and
o personal property?

- ANSWER: I think they are very willing to let them do that, for this rea-
L son; to get rid of some portion of the taxes imposed upon
their property by the government. For instance, a white man
will agree to sell a negro some of his land on condition of
his paying so much a year on it, promising to give him a
deed of it when the whole payment is made, taking his note
in the mean time. This relieves that much of the land from
taxes to be paid by the white man. All I am afraid of is

that the negro is too eager to go into this thing; that he will
ruin himself, get himself into debt to the white man, and be

ery, except perhaps among Quakers. Slavery was the ceniral
idea even of the Unionist. The only difference between them
and the others upon that question was, that they desired to
have that institution under the aegis of the Constitution, and
protected by it. The secessionists wanted to get away from
the north altogether. When the secessionists precipitated our
State into rebellion, the Unionists and secessionists went to-
gether, because the great object with both was the preser-
vation of slavery by the preservation of State sovereignty.
There was another class of Unionists who did not care any-
thing at all about slavery, but they were driven by the other
whites into the rebellion for the purpose of preserving slav-
ery. The poor whites are to-day very much opposed fo con-
ferring upon the negro the right of suffrage; as much so as
the other classes of the whites. They believe it is the infen-
tion of government to give the negro rights at their expense.
They cannot see it in any other light than that as the negro
is elevated they must proportionately go down. While they
are glad that slavery is done away with, they are bitterly op-
posed to conferring the right of suffrage on the negro as the
most prominent secessionists; but it is for the reason I have
stated, that they think rights conferred on the negro must
necessarily be taken from them, particularly the ballot, which
was the only bulwark guarding their superiority to the negro
race.

QUESTION: In your judgment, what proportion of the white people of
North Carolina are really, and truly, and cordially attached
to the government of the United States?

ANSWER: Very few, sir; very few.

QUESTION: Judging from what you have observed of the feelings of the
people of that State, what would be their course in case ofa
war between the United States and a foreign government?

ANSWER: 1 can only tell you what I have heard young men say there;
perhaps it was mere bravado. I have heard them say that they
wished to the Lord the United States would get into a war
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forever bound to him for the debt and never get the land. I
have often warned them to be careful what they did about
these things. - :

JuESTION: There is no repugnance on the part of the whites to the negro
owning land and personal property?

ANSWER: I think not.

JUESTION: Have they any objection to the legal establishment of the
domestic relations among the blacks, such as the relation of
husband and wife, of parent and child, and the securing by
law to the negro the rights of those relations?

ANSWER: That is a matter of ridicule with the whites. They do not
believe the negroes will ever respect those relations more
than the brutes. I suppose 1 have married more than two
hundred couples of negroes since the wat, but the whites
laugh at the very idea of the thing. Under the old laws a
slave could not marty a free woman of color; it was made
a penal offence in North Carolina for any one to perform
such a marriage. But there was n my own family a slave
who desired to marry a free woman of colot, and I did what
I conceived fo be my duty, and matried them, and I was
presented to the grand jury for doing so, but the prosecuting
attorney threw out the case and would not try it. In former
times the officiating clergyman matrying slaves, could not
use the usual formula: “Whom God has joined together let
no man put asunder;” you could not say, “According to the
ardinance of God I pronounce you man and wife; you are
no longer two but one.” It was not legal for you to do so.

QUESTION: What, in general, has been the treatment of the blacks by
the whites since the close of hostilities?

ANSWER: Tt has not generally been of the kindest character, I must say
that; 1 am compéelled to say that.

QUESTION: Are you aware of any instance of personal ill treatment to-

wards the blacks by the whites?

ANSWER: Yes, sir.

QUESTION: -Give some instances that have occurred since the war.

ANSWER: [Sinclair describes the beating of a young woman across her
buttocks in graphic detail.]

QUESTION: What was the provocation, if any?

ANSWER: Something in regard to some work, which is generally the
provocation.

QUESTION: Was there no law in North Carolina at that time to punish

such an outrage? .
ANSWER: -No, sir; only the regulations of the Freedmen's Bureau; we
took cognizance of the case. In old times that was quite al-
: Towable: it is what was called “paddling.”
QUESTION: Did you deal with the master?

ANSWER: I immediately sent a letter to him to come o my office, but

he did not come, and I have never seen him in regard to the
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matter since. I had no soldier i

was obliged to let the matter MHM,ﬂwbmoHnm comphiance, and |

QUESTION: mem %o% any reason to suppose that such instances of cru-
are frequent in North i is ti i

23%%9% Mﬁ S eeikings Carolina at this time—instances of

ANSWER: I think they are; it was only a few days before I left that a

ﬁwﬂm%s Mmﬁ.% Mamwm Mm%._ her head all bandaged up, having
and brui i i
@ of suiang the, sed by her employer. They think nothing
UESTION: And the negro has practically no redress?
ANSWER: Only what he can get from m%m Freedmen’s Bureau.
QUESTION: Can you say anything further in regard to the political con-
dition of North Carolina—the feeling of the people towards
the government of the United States?

ANSWER: 1 for one would not wish to be left there in the hands of
those men; I could not live there just now. But perhaps m
case is an isolated one from the position I was compelled ﬁw
take in mam.ﬁ State. I was persecuted, arrested, and they tried
to get me into their service; they tried everything to Nnmoma.
plish their purpose, and of course I bave rendered myself
still more obnoxious by accepting an appointment under the
Freedmen’s Bureau. As for myself I would not be allowed
fo remain there. I do not want to be handed over to these
people. I know it is utterly impossible for any man who was
not true to the Confederate States up to the last moment of
the existence of the confederacy, to expect any favor of these
people as the State is constituted at present.

QUESTION: Suppose the military pressure of the government of the
United States should be withdrawn from North Carolina
J— MOGE northern men and true Unionists be safe in that State?
ER: A northern man going there would perhaps present noth-
ing obnoxious to the people of the State. But men who were
born mﬂmam\.ﬁro have been true to the Union, and who have
fought against the rebellion, are worse off than northern
men. And Governor Holden will never get any place from
the people of North Carolina, not even a constable’s place.

_ ‘QUESTION: Why not?

ANSWER: Because he identified himself with the Union movement all
along after the first year of the rebellion. He has been a
marked man; his printing office has been gutted, and his
life has been threatened by the soldiers of the rebellion. He
is killed there politically,. and never will get anything m.noB
the people of North Carolina, as the right of suffrage exists
there af present. I am afraid he would not get even the sup-

. Wo# .Om the negro, Hm they should be allowed to vote, because
e did not stand right up for them as he should have done.

In my opinion, he would h
over 3t e Tiad ave been a stronger man than
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WESTION: Is it your opinion that the feelings of the great mass of the
white people of North Carolina are unfriendly to the govern-

ment of the United States?

' ANSWER: Yes, sir, it is; they have no
acquiescence in what has
all loyal; if you mean, on the other hand, that love and affec-
tion which a child has for its parent even after he brings the
rod of correction upon him, then they have not that feeling.
It may come in the course of time.

/

/

love for it. If you mean by loyalty,

been accomplished, then they are

/

JUESTION: In your judgment, what mmmnw. has been produced by the
Tibérality of the President in granting pardons and amnesties
to rebels in that State—what effect upon the public mind?

ANSWER: On my oath I am bound

to reply exactly as I believe; that is,

that if President Johnson is ever a candidate for re-election
he will be supported by the southern States, particularly by
North Carolina; but that his liberality to them has drawn

them one whit closer to

the government than before, I do not

believe. Tt has drawn them to President Johnson personally,

and to the democratic party, I suppose.
QuESTION: Has that clemency had any appreciable effect in recovering
the real love and affection of that people for the government?
ANSWER: No, sir; not for the government, considered apart from the
person of the Executive. o

QUESTION: Has it had the contrary effect?
ANSWER: T am not prepared to answer that question, from the fact
dent Johnson as having done all this

because he was a southern man, and not because he was an
officer of the government.

that they regard Presi

/

/

THE GRIMES FAMILY PAPERS

3 1 A Sharecrop Contract

The ending of slavery and the impoveri .
ing r . poverishment of the South in th
ﬁnwﬁmmm%mmgww mmzoxw@ &mﬁmﬁmm Southern agriculture. Five ﬁaﬂmﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ
, Southern cotton production was still only about hal j
been in the 1850s. The large plantati e by s o
: . ge plantations, no longer tended
hired freedmen, were broken up i G S o oo
: . p into smaller holdings, but th, ital .
for profitable agriculture meant that control i ol ontraln o
. " . Q mﬂ\s J -
a biﬂ&. elite of merchants and larger S:%%Ma& 8 vemained centralized in
arious mechanisms arose to finance Southern agti
iculture. Tena
MMMHMMW wﬂﬁﬁmﬂnn Wwamﬂu%ﬁmﬂm gave liens on their W&% to get manmwwwm%wmm
1 n method of financing agriculture was shar. } .
menis like the Grimes family’s sharecrop cont e e roomome
ct determined the ic li
of thousands of poor rural families in mﬂw 50 e i o i
4 thern United Stat v
War. Families, black and white, lackin i . e e
ilies, g capital for agricultur ;
the seed, implements, and a line of nwmmm. o e hed
. , t for food and other it
them through the growing season. A ; i the woinier a
: . Accounts were settled in the wint
crops were . Under these conditions a small numbe Wi
r of farmer,
make money and eventually became landowners, and the Eﬁ%ﬁ\ EM NMMMMMM:W

selves in ever deeper debt at the end of th ] i
i or e el o f the year with no choice but to contract

To every one applying to rent land .
tions must be read, a w& ngreed ﬁw.b upon shares, the following condi-
To every 30 or 35 acres, ] a i
R , 1 agree to furnish the team, pl
WMMMH% %w%n%%? mxmﬂmﬁ cotton planters, and I do not mmammmoomﬂwwmm
pper. The croppers are to have half of th
and fodder {and peas and pumpki d ot the cotton, comn
- if the following nOﬁ&moﬁmwﬁmW S and potatoes if any are planted)
: ompiled with, but—if not—
* to have only two fifths (%). Croppe y not—they are
. - - % are to have no part i
in the cotton seed raised From ﬂrﬂﬂnmo part or mferest
vin o p planted and worked b
’ Zo : e nﬂoﬁm of any &mmﬂﬂwﬁoﬁ\ that is, no watermelons, EGmWWb%%ﬂﬁw.
- quashes or anything of that kind, except peas and pumpkinsg mbnm

” méa nwmﬂz.ﬁmmmnﬁtmmﬂm
. w.mm . ..
ety of N o Ma : n% mm mmmﬁ Hmmm.ENREtﬂmman%ﬁ:@ﬂnﬁn&Oozmnma:,EE..

it is a violation of the law ;
. i to reproduice th fon by . .
writter permission of the copyright holder, is selection by any means whatsoever without the
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yotatoes, are to be planted in the cotton or corn. All must work under
ny direction. All plantation work to be done by the croppers. My part
»f the crop to be housed by them, and the fodder and oats to be hauled
ind put in the house. All the cotton must be topped about 1st August.
£ any cropper fails from any cause to save all the fodder from his crop,
" am to have enough fodder to make it equal to one half of the whole
f the whole amount of fodder had been saved.

For every mule or horse furnished by me there must be 1000 good
sized rails . . . hauled, and the fence repaired as far as they will go, the
tonce to be torn down and put up from the bottom if T so direct. All
croppers to haul rails and work on fence whenever I may order. Rails
to be split when I may say. Each cropper to clean out every ditch in his
crop, and where a ditch runs between two croppers, the cleaning out
of that ditch is to be divided equally between them. Every ditch bank
in the crop must be shrubbed down and cleaned off before the crop
is planted and must be cut down every time the land is worked with
his hoe and when the crop is “laid by,” the ditch banks must be left
clean of bushes, weeds, and seeds. The cleaning out of all ditches must
be done by the first of October. The rails must be split and the fence
repaired before corn is planted. .

Each cropper must keep in good repair all bridges in his crop or

over ditches that he has to clean out and when a bridge needs repairing
that is outside of all their crops, then any one that I call on must re-
pair it. :
Fence jams to be done as ditch banks. If any cotton is planted on
the land outside of the plantation fence, I am to have three fourths of
all the cotton made in those patches, that is to say, no cotton must be
planted by croppers in their home patches.

All croppers must clean out stables and fill them with straw, and
haul straw in front of stables whenever I direct. All the cotion must
be manured, and enough- fertilizer must be brought to manure each
crop highly, the croppers to pay for one half of all manure bought, the
quantity to be purchased for each crop must be left to me.

No cropper to work off the plantation when there is any work to
be done on the land he has rented, or when his work is needed by
me or other croppers. Trees to be cut down on Orchard, House field &
Evanson fences, leaving such as I may designate.

Road field to be planted from the very edge of the ditch to the fence,
and all the land to be planted close up to the ditches and fences. No
stock of any kind belonging to Croppers to run in the plantation after
crops are gathered. _

If the fence should be blown down, or if trees should fall on the
fence outside of the land planted by any of the croppers, any one or
all that I may call upon must put it up and repair it. Every cropper

must feed, or have fed, the team he works, Saturday nighis, Sundays,.

and every morning before going to work, beginning to feed his team
(morning, noon, and night every day in the week) on the day he rents
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wﬂ%ﬁ mmamagm it to and including the 31st day of December. If any cropper
e mezoMym m%u% %Mwﬁm mmhm to repair W‘.G fence as far as 1000 rails will Mo
; out any part of his ditches, or shall fail is
ditch banks, any part of them, well : » et
ditch , , shrubbed and clean wh i
is laid by, or shall fail to clean out stables, fi bl
I g , fill them up and haul
in front of them whenever he is told rmm hall n e (3)
, have only two-fifths (2
of the coit npki o th gl
of fthe ot on, corn, fodder, peas and pumpkins made on the land he
If any cropper shall fail to feed his t
eam Saturday ni
Sunday and all the rest of the week, morning/noon, mﬂnw\. H_Mn Wwﬁmmowm,wm%
gm%m so fails he must pay me five cents. s =
o corn nor cotton stalks must be burned, but must be
( : , cut d
nﬁ% up and plowed in. Nothing must be burned off the land mMMMﬂ t
w. mm it is impossible to plow it in. P
very cropper must be responsible for all gear and farming i
ments placed in his hand i turmn et be o 5 D e
e smm.mﬂ s, and if not returned must be paid for unless
Croppers must sow & plow in oats and h
. aul them to the cri
must have no part of them. Nothing to be sold from their crops MoMHWNMMMM
nor corn to be carried out of the fields until my rent is all mﬂa and all
mBo_wbﬁm they owe me and for which I am responsible are ﬂmmm in full
mwmﬁwmmmwﬁw mmﬁ.ﬂmmn ﬂmnww all the cotton and charge every cropper an
Sighieenth of part, the cropper to furnish his part of the bagging,
The sale of every cropper’s par ‘
part of the cotton to be mad
M,M.%Mz m%cwﬂ MWMH,MHH nroﬂmm to sell, and after deducting all HM% MMM WM
. at I may be responsible for on their accounts, t
%mﬁ WMWOAM. mﬁrm net @MMMmMMm. Work of every Qmmnﬂﬁmob\ MNWMM“WMW
ences an itches, to be done to my satisf: ic
be Qmﬁm over until I am satisfied that it is mobmuwmmw MMMMO% Wwﬁm st
o o Mo%m to burn, nor light wood, nor poles, nor timber for boards
no S.OM . or any purpose whatever must be gotten above the house
cupied by Henry Beasley —nor must any trees be cut down nor any

Soommmmmmgmbﬁ . .
sion. y purpose, except for firewood, without my permis-



