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God bless the soldiers of 1898, children of the
heroes of 1861, descendants of the heroes of 1776!
In the halls of history they will stand side by side
with those elder sons of glory, and the opposition to
the government at Washington shall not deny them.
No! They shall not be robbed of the honor due
them, nor shall the republic be robbed of what they
won for their country. For William McKinley is
continuing the policy that Jefferson began, Monroe
continued, Seward advanced, Grant promoted,
Harrison championed, and the growth of the
republic has demanded.

Hawaii is ours; Puerto Rico is to be ours; at the
prayer of the people, Cuba will finally be ours; in
the islands of the East, even to the gates of Asia,
coaling stations are to be ours; at the very least the
flag of a liberal government is to float over the
Philippines, and I pray God it may be the banner
that Taylor unfurled in Texas and Frémont carried
to the coast—the stars and stripes of glory.

The march of the flag! . . .

Think of the thousands of Americans who will
pour into Hawaii and Puerto Rico when the repub-
lic’s laws cover those islands with justice and safety!
Think of the tens of thousands of Americans who
will invade mine and field and forest in the
Philippines when a liberal government, protected
and controlled by this republic, if not the govern-
ment of the republic itself, shall establish order and
equity there! Think of the hundreds of thousands
of Americans who will build a soap-and-water, com-
mon-school civilization of energy and industry in
Cuba when a government of law replaced the dou-
ble reign of anarchy and tyranny. Think of the pros-
perous millions that empress of islands will support
when, obedient to the law of political gravitation,
her people ask for the highest honor liberty can
bestow, the sacred Order of the Stars and Stripes,
the citizenship of the Great Republic! 

from Thomas B. Reed, ed., Modern Eloquence, Vol. XI
(Philadelphia, 1903), 224–243. 

SKILLBUILDER PRACTICE Analyzing Bias
In 1898, senatorial candidate Albert Beveridge gave a campaign speech in which he
tried to persuade voters as to why the United States should keep the Philippines.
Read this text and then fill in the chart with evidence of bias. (See Skillbuilder
Handbook, p. R15.)Section 2
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